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Fasching Sweetheart for 2016, Kathe Mirabal. For more see page 15

Be sure to join us this month for
1848 Hungarian Revolution Celebration—March 6th
GAC St. Patrick s Day Party—March 12th
IAS St. Patrick's Day Party—March 13th
Jazz—March 20th
Cigar Evening—March 25th
Western Night—March 26th

March 2016




The 2016 Officers and Board

Jay Vandersloot Chairman of the Board 362-1733
Steve Borbas Vice Chairman 265-7088
Miguel Mata President 620-3666
Mark Meadows Vice-President 238-2289
Kathy Wilds Executive Secretary 388-6064
Christine Philips Financial Director 710-3972
John Waldrop Director-at-Large 298-5893
Michael Begay Director-at-Large 304-1668
Rosalie Pfeiffer Director-at-Large 299-3951
The 2016 Committee Chairs and Coordinators
Christine Philips Membership 710-3972
Membership Input:  christine.ann.philips@gmail.com

Kathy Mueller German Culture 856-6359
Open Position Entertainment Contracts

Sheri Kraemer Functions Coordinator 271-2634
John Waldrop Newsletter Editor & Web 298-5893

Newsletter Input: gacmagazine@live.com
NOTE: Deadline for Newsletter Input: 15th of each Month

Other Positions and Associate Groups

Miguel Mata Past President 620-3666
Kenny Blemel Elferrat Chair 991-6997
Rosalie Pfeiffer Greeting Cards 299-3951
Open Position Volksdance Teacher

Madie Mirabal Decorating Coordinator 839-0229
Luisa Gignac Decorating 881-4847
Kathe Mirabal Kaffeeklatsch 836-6182
Ellen Dowling Irish American Society Pres. 307-1700
Kathe Mirabal Front Door Coordinator 836-6182
Steve Borbas Hungarian Club Rep 265-7088
Bruce Green St. Andrew Scottish Society 270-6507
Norita Callahan Dinner Ticket Sales-GAC 298-2708

Casey Den Hollander Rio Grand Jazz Society 266-3148




VOICE OF THE PRESIDENT

Dear Members,

The last time | wrote | was getting ready to head out to Las Vegas
and GAMGA. | had a great time again this year. Our Prince and
Princess and our Prinzengarde represented us very well among all
the other clubs and royalty. It was nice to have so many members
there to support the ElFerrat and our club. I'm already looking
forward to next year.

Well, Fasching season came to an official end on Feb. 9th at Ker-
haus, where the Prince met his mysterious demise. The poor Prin-
cess “grieved” her loss by leading her faithful subjects in a

most “mournful” line dance. It truly was touching. Jim Brauer
provided us with music and Lilo Daddio and Gunther Reinke pro-
vided the masses with a delicious rouladen dinner. What a fun
way to end a great Fasching season.

Though Fasching is over, we have a full slate of fun events com-
ing up throughout the rest of the year. Be sure and check your
newsmagazine for dates and times. You won’t want to miss any
of them. On March 12th we have our St. Patricks Day celebration
with Jim Brauer once again providing us with a variety of music,
and on March 26th it is Western Night with the band Street
Scene, a new band that was recommended to us by Joe Saiz.
Mark your calendars for both of these events.

Kathy Mueller has graciously volunteered to take over German
Culture. Kathe Mirabal has filled the position for the last few
years. Thank you Kathe for a job well done, and thank you Kathy
for stepping in to fill her shoes. Anyone wishing to help with Ger-
man Culture should contact me and I will put you in touch with
Kathy Mueller.

Work on up grading our electrical systems is coming along. It’s a
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big project, but we are getting there. Replacing the filters in our
smoke eating fans is next on the agenda and should be done in the
next week.

I think that’s about it for now. I look forward to seeing you all at
the club.

Miguel Mata.

The Hungarian Club will celebrate the
March 15, 1848 Revolution against the
Hapsburgs
at the German American Club on
Sunday March 6th, 1-5 pm

The program will include food, poems, a cultural
talk, and Hungarian dancing and music
All are invited. For more info, please call Steve

Borbas at 265-7088

Kaffeeklatsch
The Kaffeeklatsch will be held on March 6th at
4pm in the back room for those not attending the
Hungarian event, above. For more information call
Kathe Mirabal at 836-6182.




CULTURE CORNER

The Fifth Season: Fasching & Karneval

Different Traditions, Different Dates

There are three different words in German for “Carnival” or “Mardi
Gras”: Karneval, Fasching and Fastnacht. Although all three refer to
the same pre-Lenten observance, each has a different tradition and re-
flects somewhat different customs in different regions of the German-
speaking world. Let’s take a closer loIn general, Karneval is the word
used for the Rhenish (Rhineland) version of carnival in northwest Ger-
many (except in Mainz), while the word Fasching refers to the similar
celebration in southern Germany and Austria. The big day for Karneval
is the Rose Monday parade, whereas the big Fasching parades are usu-
ally the day before, on Carnival Sunday. (The big final parade for
Mardi Gras in New Orleans is on Shrove Tuesday.) But one of Ger-
many’s biggest carnival parades takes place in the northern German
city of Braunschweig, also on Carnival Sunday. Called

“Schoduvel” (“scaring away the devil”), the Braunschweig carnival
dates back to 1293.

As we can see from the examples above, keeping track of carnival cus-
toms is far from simple. The term Fasching is also seen and heard in
Berlin and other parts of northern Germany. Fastnacht, mostly used in
Swabia and Switzerland, is also used in the northern city of Mainz.
However, that still does not mean that these words are interchangeable.
In fact, if we examine the origin of the three words, we discover that
each is derived from a different source.

The word Fasching dates back to the 13th century and is derived from
the Germanic word vaschanc or vaschang, in modern German: Fasten-
schank = the last serving of alcoholic beverages before Lent. In olden
times the 40-day Lenten period of fasting was strictly observed. People
refrained from drinking alcohol or eating meat, milk products and eggs.
The English word “fast” (to refrain from eating) is related to German
fasten.

Karneval, on the other hand, is a newer, much more recent (17th cen-
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http://www.german-way.com/history-and-culture/holidays-and-celebrations/fasching-and-karneval/#mainz

tury), Latin-based word borrowed from French and Italian. The true
origin of the word is uncertain, but it probably comes from Latin
carne levare (“away with meat”) > carnelevale > Karneval or Carni-
val. In earlier times, the German word was even written with a C
rather than today’s K-spelling. (Some German carnival associations
still use the Carneval spelling in their names.)

The Carnevale in medieval Venice is one of the earliest documented
carnival celebrations in the world. It featured still-popular traditions,
including carnival parades, masks and masquerade balls. Gradually
the Italian Carnevale customs spread north to other Catholic Euro-
pean countries, including France. From France it spread to the Ger-
man Rhineland and, through colonization, even to North America
(Mardi Gras).

The third common term for carnival in German, Fastnacht, refers to
the Swabian-Alemannic carnival, which differs in some ways from
Fasching and Karneval, and is found in Baden-Wirttemberg, Franco-
nia (northern Bavaria), Hesse and much of Switzerland. Although this
word looks like it comes from the German for the “eve of Lent,” in
fact it is based on the Old German word fasen (“to be foolish, silly,
wild”). Thus the word, sometimes spelled Fasnacht (without the t)
actually means something like “night of being wild and foolish”.

From “The German Way and More”

WWW.german-way.com




Come Join Usl
The Annual IAS
S¢t. Patrick's Oay Party

Sunday, March 13", 2016
1:00-5:30 PM
GAC Hall—4821 Menaul NE
$7 Adults: S2 Children 2 - 12 (under 2: free)
Featured Entertainment:

1:00 PM: Tir Conaill Step Dancers

1:45 PM: Audience Participation Ceili Dancing with Norita

2:30 PM: Mac-Tire of Skye Pipes and Drums

3:00 PM: Celtic fiddler Nikelle Gessner and Guitarist Matthew Brooks

4:00 PM: The Singing Pilgrims (Jeanne Page and Natasha Coffing)

Plus Irish Storytelling with Ellen Dowling and Kathi Wimmer!

MC: Ellen Dowling

Pot Luck!!

Please bring a dish to share and mark your utensils with your name.

Parking Information:
You may park at the GAC, or
any of the side streets
(Monroe, Quincy, Manzano)
or at McKesson’s (across
Menaul). Do NOT park at
Samon’s, or the typewriter
store next to the GAC.

Door Prizes!!
Cash bar provided by the German-American Club
For more information. contact

Ellen Dowling at 307-1700
(edowling@standuptrainer.com)




- St Patrick’s Day Dance *g

Saturday March 12*
Members Door Fee $10

Music by: Jim Brauer
From 7:00 ‘til 11:00

Meal served 5:30 - 6:45
Prepared by Miguel Mata & Sheri Kraemer

Cornbeef Shepherd’s Pie
Salad and Roll
Trifle

Meal: $10 per person

Make reservations by

Thursday, March 10th
888-4833

Attire: Smart Casual or Green
(No Jeans or T-Shirt)
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German Amervican Club

Western Night

Saturday March 26th
Members Door Fee $10.00

AR

Music by: Street Scene
From 7:00 “til 1:

Meal served from 5:30 pm to 6:45 pm

Meal prepared by Miguel Mata & Sheri
Kraemer

Briskit
Corn on the Cob
Potato Salad
Chuck Wagon Beans
Dessert
All for only $10.00
Make reservations by March 24th
888-4833
Western Attire
(YES, jeans are acceptable!)
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UPCOMING ACTIVITIES

Events and Dates are Subject to change

April June

2nd Private Party 5th Strawberry Fest-Swingshift
9th Vienna BallJim Brauer 11th Private Party

16th Private Party 18th Woodstock-Marty and the
17th Jazz Triple Shots

23rd Fiesta Party-Paul Pino 19th Jazz

May July

7th Maifest-Swingshift 2nd Luau-Roger Burns

14th Private Party 16th Private Party

15th Jazz 17th Jazz

21st Sock Hop-Hit Squad 23rd Membership Appreciatiorn
28th Private Party Hit Squad

457 s
g-r Jazz Sunday

March 20t h,
GAC Members Welcome!
Join us for some great music &
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Essen und Sprechen

This month we will gather at 6:30pm on the second Wednes-
day, March 9" for our monthly Essen und Sprechen Treffen
(gathering) at the Down ‘N’ Dirty Seafood Boil, 4200 Wyoming Blvd
NE, Ste B2, (East side of Wyoming, slightly south of Montgomery,
where the Range Café used to be). Come join together at the monthly
Essen und Sprechen to practice your German and socialize over dinner
in German (with some English). We decide at each month’s dinner
where to go the following month.

Please, PLEASE, reply by the prior Sunday, March 9", to Jay by email
to JayVandersloot@yahoo.com or call at 505-362-1733 to let us know
whether you will be there, so we will know how large of a table to re-
serve. The Essen und Sprechen dinner is getting quite popular—
attendance usually ranges 12-18 people, with our all-time high having
been 28 in attendance.

(The Essen und Sprechen monthly dinner group is not affili-
ated with the GAC; rather it is a separate, autonomous group. This
notice is provided in case anyone may wish to attend).

MAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA
PVYVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVYVVVN
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Cigar Evening

, Maker 6s and Macanm
Friday March 25th
V- -4

4pmi 7pm

Bring your favorite cigar (BYOC)
& And enjoy your favorite bourbon or &
whiskey on this relaxing evening
Yy
We have Bushmills, Make
& Jim Beam, Wild Turkey and others 57
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mailto:JayVandersloot@yahoo.com

DANKE / THANK YOU

The 2016 Elferrat applaud Junior Prinzess Aurora Genne, Junior Prinz James
Gray, in addition to Sierra Genne, Lauren Kelley, Rosie Kelley, Hyunju Ble-
mel, Katie Begay, Alex Begay, Alexandra Mirabal, Andelya Ramos, Andrea
Smith, and Riley Phillips for their participation in this year’s Prinzengarde.

Their performances throughout Fasching 2015-2016 made this Karnival sea-
son very special. We are very delighted that they have represented our club
with much joy and pride.

A special Thank-You goes to Christine Phillips for scheduling and being our
liaison to the GAC board, Nicole Kelley, Ellen Genne, Katie Mirabal, Kenny
Blemel, Okmi Blemel for working on the new costumes, and Kathleen Begay
for fundraising.

The 2016 Elferrat also acknowledges and thanks the GAC and its Associate
Members for your generous contributions and support. Your generous contri-
butions funded the Prinzengarde’s beautiful new costumes, as well as travel,
room and board for their performances at GAMGA 2016 in Las Vegas, Ne-
vada.

Sincerely,

The Edelweiss AM Rio Grande Elferrat Karnival Group
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Former Elferrat sweethearts attending the Damen Ball on February 13,
2016 are, left to right, 2015-Okmi Blemel, 2006-Shirley Berry, 2005-
Nancy Balthaser, 2004-Janice Clark, 2003-Rosalie Pfeiffer, 2016-Katie
Mirabal, 1996-Kathy Mueller, 1999-Johanna Payne, 2002-Carol Re-
hbein, 2007-Sheri Kraemer, 2009-Norita Callahan, 2013-Kay Blemel,
2014-Liesel Lopez.

For more pictures, visit our website at
www.edelweissgac.org
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We Send Cards!

Please notify Rosalie Pfeiffer, at 299-3951,
if you know of any Club Member who should receive a
greeting card, i.e., get well, sympathy, congratulations, etc.

Cultural Exchange Library
The bookcases in the hallway hold the
library contents.
Donations of cultural books,
videos and DVDs will gladly be accepted.

Borrowing will be on an honor
basis. If you borrow from the library please return the items
in a timely fashion

Do you know what your property is worth?
Call today and find out,
with a free Market Analysis.

I will provide your listing:
M ore Marketing mERECER
M ore Visibility B :

M ore Showings
M ore Offers

Ulli Chavez

You have questions? I have answers!

www.BuyandSelINMhomes.com &LUPBTATE ( 505 ) 944.6918
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Geburtstage - Herren
( Menos Bi

Ray Heidfeld
Jerry Kennedy Jr.

Fred McKenna
Bryan Pfeiffer
Steve Wild

rthdafglbadi

Membership : Updated

as of February 2016

Total 297
Males 137
Females 160
Couples 85
Singles 127

Life Members 14

Geburtstage-Damen

es b

Sabine King
Diana Delong
Carolyn McKenna
Katharina Mueller
Doris Payne
Margarita Wild

/‘;)\
é >
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Happy
Anniversary

TR

Anniversaries

Tom & Ginger Gomez
Ricky & Pamela Harrison
Gerald & Sabine King
Bruce & Cindy Miller
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33 Having a Party?
W Rent the Club!

Mon. thru Thur. Night $400 Call Miguel Mata at
Friday Day $400 620-3666 or
Friday Night $450 Mark Meadows
Saturday Day $450 at 238-2289
Saturday Night $550 For more information
Sunday Day Only $450

§ Security $135 extra per guard
§ Use of Kitchen $100 extra
§ Use of Linen Table Cloths $100 extra
§ Cleaning $100 extra

Please note that you must be a dues paying

GAC member to rent the club.
If you have been a member for more than 3 years, you
may rent the club on availability for your family func-
tions at discounted price (weddings excluded).

Our advertisers are very important to us.
Please mention seeing their ad in the
GAC newsletter when you patronize them.

Current Advertising Pricing per month

Full Page $30.00

Half Page $20.00

Quarter Page $12.00

Business Card  $12.00

Insert $30.00 each, per edition
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