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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30 31  

       

January 2020 

Irish Dance 7pm 

Essen und 

Sprechen pg 3 

Irish Dance 7pm 

Jazz Sunday 

2:00-5:30 pm 

The Edelweiss am Rio Grande Nachrichten 
 

The newsletter of the 
 

Edelweiss am Rio Grande 

German American Club 
4821 Menaul Blvd., NE 

Albuquerque, NM 87110-3037 
(505) 888-4833 

 

Website: edelweissgac.org/ 

Email: edelweissgac@hotmail.com 

Facebook: Edelweiss German-American Club 

5:30 Karaoke 

Irish Dance 7pm 5:30 Karaoke 

Fri/Sat, Jan 17th & 18th,  
GAMGA at Las Vegas, NV 

GAC BoD mtng| 

at 6:30 pm 

Join us for our Bloody Mary Sunday Specials 
fixings include (optionally) shrimp, horse radish, bacon, peperoni,  

olive, celery, cheese , and possibly more 

Elferrat Mtng 

at 6:30 

Kaffeeklatsch 

at 3:00pm 
See page 2 

Officers Ball 

See page 4 

Irish Dance 7pm 

Verrüktenball 

(Krazy Ball)  
See page 4 

26 

GAC Gen Mbr 

Mtng at 2pm 

(see page 4) 

Followed by 

our monthly 

German Movie 

presentation 

(see page 3) 
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NEWS AND NOTES 

Kaffeeklatsch 
Please join us in January at the GAC for the Kaffeeklatsch 

at 3pm on Sunday, January 5th,  
For more information, please call Alexandra Mirabal at 505-480-0623 

or Kathe Mirabal at 505-836-6182. 

Hope everyone had a wunderbar holiday season! It was good to see so many of you at our Christmas 

and New Year’s parties. Thanks to Kim Byers for doing the decorations and the twenty-plus mem-

bers of the West Side Sound band. I hope you can all enjoy the rest of Fasching with us. Congratula-

tions to Kari and Steve Laverty, this year’s Prinzenpaar. On a related note, the Elferrat, the group 

that plans and organizes the Fasching events needs new members to keep these wonderful traditions 

going. If you can make it, I highly recommend you come to GAMGA. See you there!  

—Lance 

PRESIDENT’S LETTER 

REMINDERS: 
 
RESERVED SEATING AT THE GAC: New Year's Eve is the only time during the year 

that we have reserved seating (except for private parties - they control their own seat-

ing arrangements).  At all other dances/events throughout the year it’s “first come gets 

the table.”  You should come early to get to sit at the table you would like to be at. 

 

DOOR FEES: The door fees go to pay for the bands/entertainment.  Door fees are ap-

plicable for all attendees 21 and older—there is no door fee for those 20 and younger, 

although we will happily accept any donations.  Members are responsible for their own 

door fees and that of any guests they bring. 

 Although members going only to the bar during dances are not charged a door 

fee, if however they decide to come into the ball room and participate, such as danc-

ing, they are responsible for paying the door fee. 

 
ACCORDION DOOR WALL SCREEN:  The accordion door wall screen will normally be 

closed, or at least partially closed during dances and other events, especially private 

parties 

 

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS:  Members attending and voting at the GAC 

General Membership Meetings are expected to be in the ballroom during these meet-

ings, not in the bar where you may not adequately hear what is said and you may not 

be seen during vote tallying, in which case your vote might unintentionally not get 

counted. 

Thank you so much Kim Byers for the absolutely, beautiful and elegant  

table decoration for the Christmas Party Dance! 

— Dieter and Irma 
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Upcoming Activities 

Events in the GAC and of Interest to GAC Members 

Events and Dates are Subject to Change 
 

Sun, Feb 2nd, 3pm-Kaffeeklatsch 

Fri, Feb 7th, 5:30-7pm-Karaoke at the GAC 
Tue, Feb 11th, 6:30pm-Elferrat Meeting 
Sat, Feb 15th, 5:30pm-Damenball (Sweethearts Ball) 

Music by:  Hit Squad 
Meal by:  Bruce Miller & Crew 

Sun, Feb 16th, 2-5:30pm-Jazz Sunday 

Fri, Feb 21st, 5:30-7pm, Karaoke at the GAC 
Sat, Feb 22nd, 5:30pm, Maskenball (Masquerade Ball) 

Music by:  Roger Burns 

Meal by:  Ken Blemel & Crew 
Tue, Feb 25th, 5:30pm Kehraus 

Music by:  Walter Kirsch 
Meal by:  Guenter Reinke & Crew 

Wed, Feb 26th, 6:30pm-GAC Board Meeting 

 
Sun, Mar 1st, 3pm-Kaffeeklatsch 
Fri, Mar 6th, 5:30-7pm-Karaoke at the GAC 

Sun, Mar 8th, 1pm, Hungarian 1848 Revolution Remem-
brance 

Tue, Mar 10th, 6:30pm-Elferrat Meeting 

and election of new 2020-2021 Elferrat officers 
Sat, Mar 14th, 5:30-GAC St. Patrick’s Dance 

Music by:  TBD 

Meal by:  Please volunteer to prepare the meal 
Sun, Mar 15th, 2-5:30pm-Jazz Sunday 
Fri, Mar 20th, 5:30-7pm-Karaoke at the GAC 

Wed, Mar 25th, 6:30pm-GAC Board Meeting 
 

Fri, Apr 3rd, 5:30-7pm-Karaoke at the GAC 
Sat, Apr 4th, 5:30-Vienna Ball 

Music by:  TBD 

Meal by:  Please volunteer to prepare the meal 
Sun, Apr 5th, 3pm-Kaffeeklatsch  
Fri, Apr 17th, 5:30-7pm-Karaoke at the GAC 

Sun, Apr 19th, 2-5:30pm-Jazz Sunday 
Wed, Apr 22nd, 6:30pm-GAC Board Meeting 
Sat, Apr 25th, 5:30-Walpurgisnacht Dance 

Music by:  TBD 
Meal by:  Please volunteer to prepare the meal 

Sun, Apr 26th, 2pm-GAC General Membership Mtng 

 
Fri, May 1st, 5:30-7pm-Karaoke at the GAC 
Sat, May 2nd, 5:30-Maifest bei Cinco Dance 

Music by:  TBD 
Meal by:  Please volunteer to prepare the meal 

Sun, May 3rd, 3pm-Kaffeeklatsch 

Fri, May 15th, Private Party (Stevens Graduation, 730-8727) 
Sat, May 16th, Private Party-Peter & Hyunju Blemel’s  

Graduation Party 
Sun, May 17th, 2-5:30pm-Jazz Sunday 
Fri, May 22nd, 5:30-7pm-Karaoke at the GAC (switched due 

to Private Party on 15th) 

Please join the GAC web group 
so you can get notifications and reminders of  

upcoming events, and be provided last minute  
notifications, such as updates or cancellations and  

notifications of the death of members and when and 
where services for them will be held 

 

To join, send an email to: GAC-ABQ-
subscribe@yahoogroups.com. 
Or, email Jay Vandersloot at 

<JayVandersloot@yahoo.com> 
and ask him to have an invite email sent to you  

(then simply follow directions in the invite email) 

Essen und Sprechen 
Join us at the monthly Essen und Sprechen Treffen 

(gathering) to practice your German and socialize over 

dinner in German (with some English).  This month will 

be at 6:30pm on the 2nd Wednesday, Jan 8th, at the 

Range Cafe, 4401 Wyoming Blvd NE (West side of 

Wyoming, just south of Montgomery Blvd) 

Phone:(505) 293-2633  
Website: https://rangecafe.com/ 

We decide at each month’s dinner where to go the fol-

lowing month. 

PLEASE, reply by Tuesday, Jan 7th, by email to 

<JayVandersloot@yahoo.com> or by texting or calling 

Jay afternoon or evening at 505-362-1733 to let us know 

whether you will be there, so we will know how large of 

a table to get; attendance usually ranges 8-14 people. 
(The Essen und Sprechen monthly dinner group is not affiliated with the 

GAC; but rather is a separate, autonomous group.  The Essen und Sprechen 

Dinner is open to everyone and this notice is provided for the convenience of 

anyone who may wish to attend). 

Next German Movie Day 
Sunday, Jan 26th 

(after the 2pm Gen. Mtng) 

Come out and enjoy a 

German language movie 
 

Feature: Iron Sky: the Coming 

Race (2019)- 1h 30min,  

Action, Adventure, Comedy  
 

Movie and popcorn are free! 
 

A follow-up sequel to the 2012 film Iron Sky (which we 

showed in December) in which Nazis plan to take over the 

world after lying dormant in a secret military moon-base. 

 

Storyline: Twenty years after the events of Iron Sky, the 

former Nazi Moonbase has become the last refuge of mankind. 

Earth was devastated by a nuclear war, but buried deep under 

the wasteland lies a power that could save the last of humanity 

- or destroy it once and for all. The truth behind the creation of 

mankind will be revealed when an old enemy leads our heroes 

on an adventure into the Hollow Earth. To save humanity they 

must fight the Vril, an ancient shapeshifting reptilian race and 

their army of dinosaurs. Written by HerrBrocktoon  
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Verrüktenball 
(Krazy Ball)  

 
Saturday, January 25th 

Door Fee $10.00 
 

GAC, IAS, Jazz & Hungarian 

Members & Guests Welcome 
 

Music by:  Swingshift 
From 6:30 ‘til 10:30 

 

Meal Served from: 5:30PM to 6:30PM 
Prepared by: Peter Blemel & Crew 

 
Menu 

Bratwurst & Knockwurst 
Potato Salad 

Blaukraut 
Roll & Dessert  

 
$10.00 per person for the Meal 

Make meal checks payable to the Elferrat 
 

Please make meal reservations by Jan 23rd  

By calling 505-888-4833 

between 4pm and 7pm 
 

Dress Code: Krazy, Casual, or 
Tracht (Dirndl, Lederhosen, etc.)  

Officers Ball 
 

Saturday, January 11th 
Door Fee $10.00 

 

GAC, IAS, Jazz & Hungarian 

Members & Guests Welcome 
 

Music by:  Insun Blemel Swing Quartet 
From 6:30 ‘til 10:30 

 

Meal Served from: 5:30PM to 6:30PM 
Prepared by: Carole Eberhardt 

 
Menu 

Beef Stroganoff 
Buttered Egg Noodles 

Mixed Vegetables 
Stuffed Mushroom with Rocket Salad 

Garlic bread  
Light Pudding Dessert  

 

Vegetarians may order egg noodles 
with cheese sauce  

Gluten free Noodles available on request 
 

$10.00 per person for the Meal 

Make meal checks payable to the GAC 
 

Please make meal reservations by Jan 9th  

By calling 505-888-4833 

between 4pm and 7pm 
 

Dress Code: Semi-formal  

GAC Quarterly General Membership Meeting 
Sunday, January 26th at 2pm 

 

Come out and join us for our quarterly General Membership Meeting! 

 

Join in the discussions! 

Let your views be know! 

Vote your for position on issues! 

 

Following the meeting will be our monthly movie showing 

(see page 3 for movie details) 
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German Culture Corner 
 

Germany in January – Only two words describe the temperatures throughout 
most of Germany in January… Cold and Colder. But, nevertheless, the Ger-
mans have devised festivals to keep you warm, happy,  and entertained.  
 
Feast of the Three Kings – January 5, 2020 
For a more traditional Epiphany or Dreikönigsfest, head to the German states of  
Baden-Wuerttemberg, Bavaria, and Saxony-Anhalt where it is a public holiday. 
The traditional celebration is children dressed as the Three Kings 
and sternsinger (star singers) going door-to-door caroling and collecting money 
for charity. Homes and  
stables are cleansed by burning frankincense. They leave the mark of a blessed 
house with a chalk “C+M+B” (Magi: Caspar, Melchior and Balthasar) with the 
date written on either side (for example in 2020: 20*C+M+B*20).  
 
Tanztag – Berlin January  8-18 
It's time to dance during Tanztage (Days of Dance. This contemporary dance 
festival in Berlin showcases both choreographers and dancers is an inventive 
mix of visual arts with commentary on current events and pop culture. 
 
Fashion Week in Berlin  January 13-17 
Berlin Fashion Week happens twice a year with collections from German and  
international designers. The shows are on the cutting-edge of the fashion world 
with plenty of theatrics and avant garde design. Sustainable fashion has been a 
focus in recent years with Greenshowroom und Ethical Fashion Show dedicated 
exclusively to this trend. 
 
Berlin’s International Green Week  January 17-26 
Berlin's International Green Week (IGW) touts itself as the world's largest exhi-
bition for sustainable food and agriculture. The BioMarkt presents fresh goods 
from produce to sausages to beer and wines. There are also presentations and 
talks concerning ethical forestry, renewable resources, and breeding of live-
stock. 
 
Cologne Music Fest January 21 - 26, 2020 
Cologne's party season is strong throughout the winter and this is the first of 
many celebrations. Over 50 acts at four locations take place over seven days.  
 
—Gloria Casale 
German Culture Chair 
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Members’ Birthdays and Anniversaries 

Geburtstage - Herren 

(Men’s Birthdays) 
Geburtstage - Damen 

(Ladies’ Birthdays) 
Jubiläen 

(Anniversaries) 

Membership As Of 

Dec 27, 2019 

 

Total 205 

Males 100 

Females 105 

Couples 51 

Singles 99 

Life  Members 9 

Club Hours 
Sunday 12-6 pm 
Mon, Tue, Wed 4-8 pm 
Thurs, Fri, Sat Noon-8 pm 
Open later when an event is scheduled 
 

Happy Hour 4-7 pm 
On Thurs-Friday-Saturday 
 

The club may be closed on some holi-
days.  For Info call 505-888-4833 Monday 
thru Saturday between 4pm and 7pm 
 

NOTE: The Club may close an hour 
early when there are no patrons left in 
the Club 

Albuquerque Honorary German Consul Office Closure 
 

The Honorary German Consul office in Albuquerque has closed.  There-

fore, when you need German Consulate assistance, you will now need to 

contact the German Consulate in Houston, Texas.  Their contact infor-

mation is the following. 

 Phone: 713-627-7770 

 Email: info@houston.diplo.de 

 

The phone number for the German Embassy in Washington, DC is  

202-298-4000 

Charles Baxter 

Steve Borbas 

John Butcher 

Doug Carter 

Larry Compton 

John Day 

Dieter Fox 

James Gale 

Thomas Genne 

Jeffrey Hagemann 

Walter Kirsch 

Lance Klafeta 

James Payne 

John Peck 

Hess Yntema 

Kay Blemel 

Norita Callahan 

Bertha Carnako 

Ester L. Griego 

Sandi Loomis 

Heidi Meisen 

Christine Messersmith 

Jana Ringhiser 

Nadine Sanchez  

Vera Scherer 

Carolyn Simon  

Irma Thacker 

Michelle Weidauer 

Ken & Norita Callahan 

Jim & Eva McCabe 

Thomas & Cathy Miles 

Hugh & Betty Murphy 

Marvin & Virginia Sanchez 
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GAC P&L  November  
2019   

GAC P&L (continued)  November  
2019  

Ordinary Income and Expense    Other Expenses   

Bottled Beer Sales              1,113.50   Misc                       27.25  

Draft Beer Sales              1,332.00   Acct/Legal                      140.24  

Liquor Sales              2,483.00   Bands                     610.00  

Misc Bar Product Sales                   19.75   Bar/Kitchen Supplies                     302.79  

Soft Drink Sales                   89.25   Decorations                              -    

Wine Sales                 179.25   Dishwasher                              -    

Income Bar  (Gross Receipts Tax)                (380.83)  Insurance                     579.00  

Income Bar              4,835.92   Janitorial (cleaning/linen/exterminating)                     354.35  

     Member Expense                              -    

Other Income     Newsletter                     119.25  

Donations/Misc                   30.07   Office Supplies                         6.31  

Door Fees                 450.00   Party Food                              -    

Hall Rental                 405.42   Payroll Expenses                  1,777.02  

Kitchen Income                          -     Promotional Expenses                              -    

Membership Dues                 125.00   Repair and Maintenance                       74.42  

Rental Income - Quincy                 500.00   Security                       26.91  

Special Event                 560.00   Telephone/Internet/TV/Radio                     175.86  

Total Other Income              2,070.49   Tax and License     

          Fees                              -    

Total Income              6,906.41        Bar Licenses                  1,310.00  

          Corporate Income Tax                              -    

Cost of Goods Sold (Expenses)         Property                              -    

Spec Event (Oktoberfest at RBB) 
    (Income reported last month) 

             7,499.49  
 Utilities(electric, gas, water)                     995.86  

Bottled Beer Purchases                 356.61   Total Expense                 6,499.26  

Draft Costs              1,236.15       

Kitchen Costs                   18.99   Net Ordinary Income             (10,811.21) 

Liquor Purchases              1,721.06     

Soft Drink Cost                 371.64   Bank Balances 

Wine Purchases                          -     Operations Acct                  6,946.52  

Misc Bar Products                          -     Investor Acct                  1,424.04  

zCash Over/Short                   14.42   CD                         5.00  

Total Cost of Goods Sold            11,218.36   Total:                 8,375.56  
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The 2020 Officers and Board 
 
Chairman   TBD at January Board Mtng 
Vice-Chairman  TBD at January Board Mtng 

President   Lance Klafeta  505-480-2344 

Vice-President   Dieter Fox   

Executive Secretary  Carolyn Gonzales 505 249-4669 

Financial Director  Vacant 

Director-at-Large   Albert Arizmendi 505-582-4518 

Director-at-Large   Kenneth Blemel 505-293-5620 

Director-at-Large  Gloria Casale  505 514-7185 

Director-at-Large  Monika Fox  505-220-2956 

Director-at-Large  Jay Vandersloot 505-362-1733 

 

Committee Chairs and Coordinators 
 
German Culture Chair  Gloria Casale  505 286-8567 
Webmaster   John Waldrop  505-298-5893 
Media Coordinator  Lance Klafeta  505-480-2344 
Private Parties Coord.  Lance Klafeta  505-480-2344 
Functions/Events Coord Jay Vandersloot 505-362-1733 
Entertainment Coordinator Carol Stevens  505-280-6350 
Membership Chair  Jay Vandersloot 505-362-1733 
    Membership Questions: <JayVandersloot@yahoo.com> 
Newsletter Editor  Jay Vandersloot 505-362-1733 
    Newsletter Input:  <JayVandersloot@yahoo.com> 
NOTE:  Deadline for Newsletter Input: 20th of each Month 

 

Other Positions and Associate Groups 
 
Past President   Miguel Mata  505-620-3666 
Elferrat Chair   Jim Payne  505-553-8715 
Dinner Ticket Sales-GAC Norita Callahan  505-298-2708 
Greeting Cards  Rosalie Pfeiffer 505-299-3951 
Decorating Coordinator Open Position  Pls Volunteer 
Volksdance Teacher  Open Position  Pls Volunteer 
Kaffeeklatsch   Alexandra Mirabal 505-480-0623 
Front Door Coordinator Kathe Mirabal  505-836-6182 
Duke City Creative  Chessa Leithmann 505-804-2963 
Hungarian Club Rep  Steve Borbas  505-265-7088 
Irish American Society Pres. Ellen Dowling  505-307-1700 
Jazz Society Coordinator Casey Den Hollander 505-266-3148 

We Send Cards! 

Please notify Rosalie Pfeiffer, at 505-299-3951 

if you know of any Club Member who should receive a 

greeting card, i.e., get well, sympathy, congratulations, etc. 

Volunteers STILL Needed  

It is thanks to our many volunteers that 
we are able to continue the many activi-
ties we have at the GAC (see the box 
on the left  for a partial list of some of 
our many volunteers)  There is always a 
need for volunteers and we  still need a 
few more.  Whether you’re looking for a 
short-term or a long-term commitment, 
please take a look at the below list of 
needs and consider volunteering for any 
that fit your talents,  If you think of any-
thing you are interested in that is not on 
the list, please let us know.  We always 
appreciate everyone who helps out. 
 

If you would like to volunteer, or just 
have questions about any of the  
positions, please contact GAC Board 

Chair Jay Vandersloot, either at email 
<JayVandersloot@yahoo.com> or call 
him afternoon or evening at 505-362-
1733.  We look forward to hearing from 
you. 
 

Current Volunteer Needs: 
¶ Meal Preparation for dances  

(see page 3 for list of upcoming 
events).  This is a good short-term 
commitment, whether for just one 
time, or for a number of dances 

¶ Functions/Events Coordinator for 

planning and scheduling events and 
reservations for renting the GAC 

¶ Decorations Coordinator and oth-

er volunteers to help decorate 
¶ Librarian to help further organize 

our lending library and recommend 
what should be kept or disposed of 

¶ Operations Committee Members 
to assist the President 

¶ Finance Committee Members to 
assist the Financial Director 

¶ Dance Instructor Volksdance, 
Waltz, Polka, etc., (any or all) 

¶ Youth Activities Coordinator for 

teens activities 

¶ Media Coordinator for Facebook, 

Alibi, etc. 
¶ Membership Chair 
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The Edelweiss am Rio Grande German American Club 

New Membership or Renewal Form 
 

 

Dues are: Single Membership -------------- $45   New Membership 

 Couples Membership -------------- $80 

 Life Member Annual Fee Each --------   $5    Renewal 

  

Please complete this form and return it with your check for dues to the German American Club, 2609 Quincy St., NE, 

Albuquerque, NM 87110 Attn: Membership. If you pay your dues at the bar, please keep your receipt. (PLEASE 

PRINT) 

  

Name ______________________________________________________________    

   

Spouse/Partner ______________________________________________________    

  

Mailing Address _______________________________________________________  

  

City _________________________________________ State ____ Zip ___________  

  

Home Phone  _______________________________  

 

Primary: Cell Phone ______________________ E-mail __________________________________  

 

Partner:  Cell Phone ______________________ E-mail __________________________________  

 

Would you like your e-mail address added to the GAC Group Web Site for automatic notifications so you can get notifi-

cations and reminders of upcoming events, and be provided last minute notifications, such as updates or cancellations 

and notifications of the death of members and when and where services for them will be held?  

_________Yes __________No  

  

Your birth month_______ Spouse/Partner birth month________ Anniversary month _________  

  

Your GAC depends on your participation to keep the club running smoothly. Please mark the task or tasks where you 

would be willing to help:  

  

Recruiting____ Decorating______ Door Greeter______ Kitchen______ 

Clean Up_____ Event Planner____ Contacting Members______ 

Serve on Board of Directors______ Serve on a Committee_____ 

  

Thank you for your support,  

JAY VANDERSLOOT 

Membership Chair 

  

 
(GAC Membership Form Revised July, 2019)  

 

   For Office Use Only:  Cash ____    Check _____    Date__________________   

 

   Receipt # ____________________________________________   

  

   Check# _____________________________   Amount ________________          Initial_________ 
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Business Address: 

The Edelweiss am Rio Grande 

German American Club 

2609 Quincy St. NE 

Albuquerque, NM 87110 

 

Phone (505) 888-4833 

 

Please note that you must be a dues paying 

GAC member to rent the club. 
If you have been a GAC member for more than 3 years you may rent the 

club for your functions, depending on availability, at a slightly discounted 

price (weddings excluded). 

§ Security          $135 extra per guard 

§ Use of Kitchen     $100 extra 

§ Use of Linen Table Cloths (incl cleaning them) $100 extra 

§ Cleaning      $100 extra 

Mon. thru Thur. Night  $450 

Friday Day      $450 

Friday Night    $500 

Saturday Day    $500 

Saturday Night.   $600 

Sunday Day Only   $500 

Call Lance Klafeta 
at 505-480-2344 

for more information 
and to reserve the Club 
facility for your parties 


