
 

Edelweiss am Rio Grande German American Club Newsletter-April 2020 Page 1 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30 May 1 May 2 

       

April 2020 

Irish Dance 

CANCELLED 

Essen und Sprechen 

CANCELLED 

Jazz Sunday 

CANCELLED 

The Edelweiss am Rio Grande Nachrichten 
 

The newsletter of the 
 

Edelweiss am Rio Grande 

German American Club 
4821 Menaul Blvd., NE 

Albuquerque, NM 87110-3037 
(505) 888-4833 

 

Website: edelweissgac.org/ 

Email: edelweissgac@hotmail.com 

Facebook: Edelweiss German-American Club 

Karaoke 

CANCELLED 

Irish Dance 

CANCELLED 

Karaoke 

CANCELLED 

GAC BoD mtng| 

CANCELLED 

Irish Dance 

CANCELLED 

Due to the COVID-19 situation all events and activities are cancelled for April. We apologize for any 

inconvenience, but the health and safety of our members is paramount. When the current  

restrictions are lifted we will reassess when to re-open the bar. We’ll send an email when that happens. 

Kaffeeklatsch 

CANCELLED 

Wienerball 

(Vienna Vall) 
CANCELLED 

Mbr ship Mtng 

& German Movie 

POSTPONED 

Irish Dance  

CANCELLED 

Walpurgisnacht 

Dance 
CANCELLED 

Irish Dance 

CANCELLED 

5:30 Karaoke 

(TENTATIVE) 
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NEWS AND NOTES 

Kaffeeklatsch 
The Kaffeeklatsch is CANCELLED for April 

For more information, please call Alexandra Mirabal at 505-480-0623 
or Kathe Mirabal at 505-836-6182. 

 This has been a kick in the teeth, but I see silver linings! We've got time to 

deep clean, shampoo the carpet and refinish the dance floor. If we are to survive 

we need to rent the hall. We can't rent it if the floor is falling apart. So I've put up 

my own money to buy the materials and hope you the members will donate the 

rest. Thanks to Casey and Anne Brady, and members of the Rio Grande Jazz who 

are pitching in to help clean!  (Editors Note: Thanks Lance, Casey, Anne and 

members of the Rio Grande Jazz Society) 

 Clubs have fallen out of favor in recent decades because people forgot they used to be more than 

places to drink and dance. They used to be mutual aid societies for their members. I am also collecting 

canned food and other goods to help our members who are out of work and in need. We have a kitchen, re-

frigerators, drivers to make deliveries. I've set up a hotline both for donations and requests for assistance 

(505) 910-6572. If this lasts longer we can cook meals and deliver them to members who are quarantined.   

 Now is the time to pull together and help one another!  

—Lance 

PRESIDENT’S LETTER 

NOTES & REMINDERS 
 

GAC CLOSURE:  Due to the COVID-19 situation all events and activities are 
cancelled for April. We apologize for any inconvenience, but the health and 
safety of our members is paramount. When the current restrictions are  
lifted we will reassess when to re-open the bar. We’ll send an email when 
that happens. 
 
GAC GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING POSTPONED DUE TO COVID-19:  
The GAC Quarterly Membership Meeting is postponed due to the COVID-19 
situation and will be rescheduled after the COVID-19 situation is resolved. 
 

PRICE INCREASE:  Effective March 1, 2020, due to increases in our costs 
from the suppliers, we were forced to increase the costs of our alcoholic 
drinks by approximately $0.50 per drink. 
 
GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING POLICY:  Beginning with the April 26, 
2020 meeting the bar will NOT serve alcohol during the General Member-
ship Meetings and members attending the meeting will be in the ballroom, 
not in the bar, in order to participate and vote.  
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Upcoming Activities 

Events in the GAC and of Interest to GAC Members 

Events and Dates are TENTATIVE and Subject to 
Change, depending on the COVID-19 Resolving 

 

Fri, May 1st, 5:30-7pm-Karaoke at the GAC 
Sun, May 3rd, 3pm-Kaffeeklatsch 
Sat, May 9th, 5:30-Maifest Dance 

Music by:  Swingshift 
Meal by:  Karin Waldrop & Kathy Mueller 

Attire: Smart Casual 

Fri, May 15th, Private Party (Stevens Graduation) 
Sat, May 16th, Peter & Hyunju Blemel Graduation Party 
Sun, May 17th, 2-5:30pm-Jazz Sunday 

Fri, May 22nd, 5:30-7pm-Karaoke at the GAC (switched due 
to Private Party on 15th) 

Wed, May 27th, 6:30, GAC Board Meeting 
Sat, May 30th, 5:30-Roaring 20s Dance 

Music by:  TBD 

Meal by:  Please volunteer to prepare the meal 
Attire: Roaring 20’s, Flappers, etc, 

or Semi-Formal 

 
Fri, Jun 5th, 5:30-7pm-Karaoke at the GAC 
Sun, Jun 7th, 3pm-Kaffeeklatsch 

Sat, Jun 13th, Private Party  
Fri, Jun 19th, 5:30-7pm-Karaoke at the GAC 
Sat, Jun 20th, 5:30-Strawberry Fest Dance 

Music by:  TBD 
Meal by:  Please volunteer to prepare the meal 
Attire: Smart Casual or 

Tracht (Dirndl, Lederhosen, etc.) 
Sun, Jun 21st, 2-5:30pm-Jazz Sunday 

Wed, Jun 24th, 6:30pm-GAC Board Meeting 
 
Fri, Jul 3rd, 5:30-7pm-Karaoke at the GAC 

Sat, Jul 4th, Private Party (Elizabeth Wheeloch) 
Sun, Jul 5th, 3pm-Kaffeeklatsch 
Sat, Jul 11th, 5:30-GAC Anniversary Dance 

Music by:  Swingshift 
Meal by:  Please volunteer to prepare the meal  

Attire: Formal if you have it, 
otherwise Semi-Formal 

Fri, Jul 17th, 5:30-7pm-Karaoke at the GAC 
Sun, Jul 19th, 2-5:30pm-Jazz Sunday 
Wed, Jul 22nd, 6:30pm-GAC Board Meeting 

Sat, Jul 25th, 5:30-Sock Hop 
Music by:  TBD 
Meal by:  Please volunteer to prepare the meal  

Attire: What you wore for 50’s/60’s Sock Hops,  
Sun, Jul 26th, 2pm-GAC General Membership Mtng 

 
Sun, Aug 2nd, 3pm-Kaffeeklatsch 

Fri, Aug 7th, 5:30-7pm-Karaoke at the GAC 
Sat, Aug 8th, 5:30-Luau Dance 

Music by:  TBD 

Meal by:  Please volunteer to prepare the meal 

Please join the GAC web group 
so you can get notifications and reminders of  

upcoming events, and be provided last minute  
notifications, such as updates or cancellations and  

notifications of the death of members and when and 
where services for them will be held 

 

To join, send an email to: GAC-ABQ-
subscribe@yahoogroups.com. 
Or, email Jay Vandersloot at 

<JayVandersloot@yahoo.com> 
and ask him to have an invite email sent to you  

(then simply follow directions in the invite email) 

Essen und Sprechen CANCELLED 
The monthly Essen und Sprechen Treffen (gathering) to 

practice your German and socialize over dinner in  

German (with some English) is normally at 6:30pm on 

the 2nd Wednesday, of each month.  However, due to 

the COVID-19 situation the Essen und Sprechen Treffen 

for April has been CANCELLED 

We decide at each month’s dinner where to go the 

following month. 

PLEASE, contact Jay Vandersloot by email to 

<JayVandersloot@yahoo.com> or by texting or calling 

Jay, afternoon or evening, at 505-362-1733 if you have 

any questions. 
(The Essen und Sprechen monthly dinner group is not affiliated with the 

GAC; but rather is a separate, autonomous group.  The Essen und Sprechen 

Dinner is open to everyone and this notice is provided for the convenience of 

anyone who may wish to attend). 

Next German Movie Day 
April movie CANCELLED due 

to the COVID-19 situation 
 

Feature for May 2020: 
Rosenstraβe (2003) 

-PG-13, 136min, Drama, War 
 

Movie and popcorn are free! 

Come out and enjoy a 

German language movie 
 

Storyline: When Ruth's husband dies in New York, in 

2000, she imposes strict Jewish mourning, which puzzles 
her children. A stranger comes to the house - Ruth's cousin - 
with a picture of Ruth, age 8, in Berlin, with a woman the 

cousin says helped Ruth escape. Hannah, Ruth's daughter 
engaged to a gentile, goes to Berlin to find the woman, Lena 

Fisher, now 90. Posing as a journalist investigating inter-
marriage, Hannah interviews Lena who tells the story of a 
week in 1943 when the Jewish husbands of Aryan women 

were detained in a building on Rosenstrasse. The women 
gather daily for word of their husbands. The film goes back 
and forth to tell Ruth and Lena's story. How will it affect 

Hannah? Written by <jhailey@hotmail.com>  
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Roaring 20’s Dance 
 

Saturday, May 28th 
Door Fee $10.00 

 
GAC & Associate 

Members & Guests Welcome 

 

Music by:  To be determined 
From 6:30 ‘til 10:30 

 
Meal Served from: 5:30PM to 6:30PM 
Prepared by: TBD (Please volunteer) 

 
Menu 

To Be Determined 
 

$10.00 per person for the Meal 

Make checks payable to the GAC 

 
Please make meal reservations by Apr 2nd 

By calling 505-888-4833 

between 4pm and 7pm 

 

Dress Code: Roaring 20’s, Flappers, etc, 
or Semi-Formal 

Maifest Dance 
 

Saturday, May 9th 
Door Fee $10.00 

 
GAC & Associate 

Members & Guests Welcome 

 

Music by:  Swingshift 
From 6:30 ‘til 10:30 

 
Meal Served from: 
5:30PM to 6:30PM 

Prepared by: 
Karen Waldrop, 
Kathy Mueller & 

Irma Thacker 
 

Menu 
To Be Determined 

 
$10.00 per person for the Meal 

Make checks payable to the GAC 

 
Please make meal reservations 

by Mar 7th 

By calling 505-888-4833 

between 4pm and 7pm 

 

Dress Code: Smart Casual 
 

 The closure of the 

GAC for over a month has 

put a grave strain on our 

financial situation. 

 Please support your 

Club by attending and 

enjoying all our upcoming 

events and activities. 

The below events scheduled for May 2020 are TENTATIVE, 

depending on the COVID-19 situation resolving 
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German Culture Corner 
 

Usually, April in Germany is a time of spring celebrations and happiness. This year, Ger-
many, like the rest of the world, is facing a pandemic. We can all pray for an end to the 
disease and the restoration of happiness and spring festivals. 
 
News Release by Angela Merkel March 20, 2020 

We are observing the population’s behavior this weekend” before taking “new restric-
tive measures,” Der Spiegel newspaper quotes Helge Braun as saying. 
 
A lockdown, as observed in neighboring countries would be “extremely heavy” and “we 
wish to avoid it,” Braun added, calling on the population to “avoid social contacts out-
side the family as much as possible.” Saturday, a traditional day for markets and family 
outings, will be “a decisive day that we shall observe particularly,” he said. 
 
Germany has already taken drastic measures, closing schools, nurseries and public 
places considered to be non-essential, and has also banned gatherings. However, 
thus far, the German authorities have not decreed nationwide confinement measures 
like Italy, Spain or France. 
 
During a televised speech on Wednesday, Chancellor Merkel called on Germans to 
stay at home to fight the epidemic, whose tally in Germany has jumped to almost 
14,000 cases, an increase of close to 3,000 in 24 hours, while 31 people have died, 
according to the Robert Koch health monitoring service. However, many Germans, es-
pecially young people, have been taking liberties with such recommendations. 
 
Merkel and the heads of Germany’s regional states are scheduled to meet on Sunday 
to decide whether or not to toughen the restrictions already in place. “If people do not 
do it on their own, we could take such a decision,” said Armin Laschet, Minister-
President of North Rhine-Westphalia, one of the states worst affected by the virus. 
 
Some areas have already taken measures to that effect in recent days in a country 
where federalism plays a very big role in decision-making. 
Bavaria, a state hit particularly hard by the virus, on Monday decreed a “situation of ca-
tastrophe” and its Minister-President, Markus Söder, was scheduled to address the is-
sue once again on Friday. 
 
Freiburg, just across the border from Eastern France, a region also hard hit by the vi-
rus announced a total lockdown of its population from Saturday. 
Oscar Schneider 
The Brussels Times 

 

—Gloria Casale 
German Culture Chair 
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Members’ Birthdays and Anniversaries 

Geburtstage - Herren 

(Men’s Birthdays) 
Geburtstage - Damen 

(Ladies’ Birthdays) 
Jubiläen 

(Anniversaries) 

Membership As Of 

Mar 25, 2020 

 

Total 208 

Males 100 

Females 108 

Couples 54 

Singles 100 

Life  Members 9 

Club Hours (after COVID-19 resolves) 
Sunday 12-6 pm 
Mon, Tue, Wed 4-8 pm 
Thurs, Fri, Sat Noon-8 pm 
Open later when an event is scheduled 
 

Happy Hour 4-7 pm 
On Thurs-Friday-Saturday 
 

The club may be closed on some holi-
days.  For Info call 505-888-4833 Monday 
thru Saturday between 4pm and 7pm 
 

NOTE: The Club may close an hour 
early when there are no patrons left in 
the Club 

Resources related to the Coronavirus Stay at Home Order 

(In case you may need them): 
 

·  Coronavirus Health Hotline: 1-855-600-3453  

 

·  Coronavirus Information Hotline: 1-833-551-0518  

 

·  Senior & Disabled Adults Food Access Hotline: 1-800-432-2080 

Ken Blemel 

Kenneth Cable 

Henry Drees 

Andy Gruenenwald 

Stanley Gruenenwald 

Stephan Helgesen 

Randy Jordan  

Michael Kallenberger 

Perry Loomis 

Jim Lowell 

Thomas Miles 

Dennis Pfeiffer 

Marvin Sanchez 

Trevor Sugg 

Karl Upplegger 

Jay Vandersloot 

John Waldrop 

Madie Mirabal  

Virginia Sanchez 

Amanda Shaffer 

Peggy Tolson  

Stephanie Ulibarri 

Karin Waldrop 

Cathy Donovan & Sandra Hines 

Adam Garcia 

Dennis & Rosalie Pfeiffer 

Bill Weber and Joanne Connolly 
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The 2020 Officers and Board 
 
Chairman   Jay Vandersloot 505-362-1733 
Vice-Chairman  Kenneth Blemel 505-293-5620 

President   Lance Klafeta  505-480-2344 

Vice-President   Dieter Fox   

Executive Secretary  Carolyn Gonzales 505 249-4669 

Actng Financial Director Jeffrey Hagemann 505-720-4926 

Director-at-Large   Albert Arizmendi 505-582-4518 

Director-at-Large  Gloria Casale  505 514-7185 

Director-at-Large  Rosalie Pfeiffer 505-299-3951 

 

Committee Chairs and Coordinators 
 
German Culture Chair  Gloria Casale  505 286-8567 
Webmaster   John Waldrop  505-298-5893 
Media Coordinator  Amanda Shaffer  
Facebook Coordinator Lance Klafeta  505-480-2344 
Private Parties Coord.  Lance Klafeta  505-480-2344 
Functions/Events Coord Jay Vandersloot 505-362-1733 
Entertainment Coordinator Carol Stevens  505-280-6350 
Membership Chair  Jay Vandersloot 505-362-1733 
    Membership Questions: <JayVandersloot@yahoo.com> 
Newsletter Editor  Jay Vandersloot 505-362-1733 
    Newsletter Input:  <JayVandersloot@yahoo.com> 
NOTE:  Deadline for Newsletter Input: 20th of each Month 

 

Other Positions and Associate Groups 
 
Past President   Miguel Mata  505-620-3666 
Elferrat Chair   Jim Payne  505-553-8715 
Dinner Ticket Sales-GAC Norita Callahan  505-298-2708 
Greeting Cards  Rosalie Pfeiffer 505-299-3951 
Decorating Coordinator Open Position  Pls Volunteer 
Volksdance Teacher  Open Position  Pls Volunteer 
Youth Activities Coord. Open Position  Pls Volunteer 
Kaffeeklatsch   Alexandra Mirabal 505-480-0623 
Front Door Coordinator Kathe Mirabal  505-836-6182 
Duke City Creative  Chessa Leithmann 505-804-2963 
Hungarian Club Rep  Steve Borbas  505-265-7088 
Irish American Society Pres. Ellen Dowling  505-307-1700 
Jazz Society Coordinator Casey Den Hollander 505-266-3148 

We Send Cards! 

Please notify Rosalie Pfeiffer, at 505-299-3951 

if you know of any Club Member who should receive a 

greeting card, i.e., get well, sympathy, congratulations, etc. 

Volunteers STILL Needed  

It is thanks to our many volunteers that 
we are able to continue the many activi-
ties we have at the GAC (see the box 
on the left  for a partial list of some of 
our many volunteers)  There is always a 
need for volunteers and we  still need a 
few more.  Whether you’re looking for a 
short-term or a long-term commitment, 
please take a look at the below list of 
needs and consider volunteering for any 
that fit your talents,  If you think of any-
thing you are interested in that is not on 
the list, please let us know.  We always 
appreciate everyone who helps out. 
 

If you would like to volunteer, or just 
have questions about any of the  
positions, please contact GAC Board 

Chair Jay Vandersloot, either at email 
<JayVandersloot@yahoo.com> or call 
him afternoon or evening at 505-362-
1733.  We look forward to hearing from 
you. 
 

Current Volunteer Needs: 
¶ Meal Preparation for dances  

(see left column on page 3 for list 
of upcoming events).  This is a 
good short-term commitment, 
whether for just one time, or for a 
number of dances 

¶ Functions/Events Coordinator for 
planning and scheduling events and 
reservations for renting the GAC 

¶ Decorations Coordinator and oth-

er volunteers to help decorate 

¶ Librarian to help further organize 
our lending library and recommend 
what should be kept or disposed of 

¶ Operations Committee Members  

to assist the President 
¶ Finance Committee Members  

to assist the Financial Director 
¶ Dance Instructor Volksdance, 

Waltz, Polka, etc., (any or all) 

¶ Youth Activities Coordinator  

for teens & young adults activities 

¶ Membership Chair 
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The Edelweiss am Rio Grande German American Club 

New Membership or Renewal Form 
 

 

Dues are: Single Membership -------------- $45   New Membership 

 Couples Membership -------------- $80 

 Life Member Annual Fee (per NM Statute)-   $5    Renewal 

  

Please complete this form and mail it with your check for dues to the German American Club, 2609 Quincy St., NE, Al-

buquerque, NM 87110 Attn: Membership. If you pay your dues at the bar, please keep your receipt. (PLEASE PRINT) 

  

Name _________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Spouse/Partner __________________________________________________________________________________ 

  

Mailing Address _________________________________________________________________________________ 

  

City ___________________________________________________________ State _______ Zip ________________ 

  

Home Phone  ________________________________________  

 

Primary: Cell Phone ______________________ E-mail ____________________________________________ 

 

Partner:  Cell Phone ______________________ E-mail ____________________________________________ 

 

Would you like your e-mail address added to the GAC Group Web Site for automatic notifications so you can get notifi-

cations and reminders of upcoming events, and be provided last minute notifications, such as updates or cancellations 

and notifications of the death of members and when and where services for them will be held?  

_________Yes __________No  

  

Your birth month_______ Spouse/Partner birth month________ Anniversary month _________  

  

Your GAC depends on your participation to keep the club running smoothly. Please mark the task or tasks where you 

would be willing to help:  

  

Recruiting____ Decorating_________ Door Greeter____________ Kitchen______ 

Clean Up_____ Event Planner______ Contacting Members______ Media Coord________ 

Serve on Board of Directors_________ Serve on a Committee or as a Coordinator________ 

  

Thank you for your support,  

JAY VANDERSLOOT 

Membership Chair 

  

 
 

(GAC Membership Form Revised February, 2020)  

 

   For Office Use Only:  Cash ____    Check _____    Date__________________   

 

   Receipt # ____________________________________________   

  

   Check# _____________________________   Amount ________________          Initial_________ 
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Business Address: 

The Edelweiss am Rio Grande 

German American Club 

2609 Quincy St. NE 

Albuquerque, NM 87110 

 

Phone (505) 888-4833 

 

Please note that you must be a dues paying 

GAC member to rent the club. 
If you have been a GAC member for more than 3 years you may rent the 

club for your functions, depending on availability, at a discounted rate 

(weddings excluded). 

§ Security          $135 extra per guard 

§ Use of Kitchen     $100 extra 

§ Use of Linen Table Cloths (incl cleaning them) $100 extra 

§ Cleaning      $100 extra 

Mon. thru Thur. Night  $450 

Friday Day      $450 

Friday Night    $500 

Saturday Day    $500 

Saturday Night.   $600 

Sunday Day Only   $500 

Call Lance Klafeta 
at 505-480-2344 

for more information 
and to reserve the Club 
facility for your parties 


