
  

 

www.edelweissgac.org 

Be sure to join us this month for  
Vienna Ball—April  9th  Page 8 

Essen und Sprechen—April 13th Page 13 
Jazz—April 17th Page 12 

Fiesta Party—April 23rd Page 9 
GAC Membership Meeting —April 24th 

Cigar Evening—April 29th 

 

The  2015-2016 Prinzengarde and helpers receive their awards 3/10/16. 

For more, see page 14 
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The 2016 Officers and Board 
Jay Vandersloot Chairman of the Board 362-1733 
Steve Borbas  Vice Chairman  265-7088 
Miguel Mata  President   620-3666 
Mark Meadows Vice-President   238-2289 
Kathy Wilds  Executive Secretary  388-6064 
Christine Philips  Financial Director       710-3972 

John Waldrop  Director-at-Large  298-5893 
Michael Begay Director-at-Large   304-1668 

Rosalie Pfeiffer Director-at-Large  299-3951 

The 2016 Committee Chairs and Coordinators 

Christine Philips Membership   710-3972   
Membership Input: christine.ann.philips@gmail.com  
Kathy Mueller  German Culture  856-6359 
Britt Peters  German Culture  867-5969 
Open Position  Entertainment Contracts  
Sheri Kraemer  Functions Coordinator 271-2634 
John Waldrop   Newsletter Editor & Web 298-5893 
   Newsletter Input:  gacmagazine@live.com 

NOTE:  Deadline for Newsletter Input: 15th of each Month 

Other Positions and Associate Groups 
Miguel Mata  Past President   620-3666 
Kenny Blemel  Elferrat Chair   991-6997 
Rosalie Pfeiffer Greeting Cards  299-3951 
Open Position  Volksdance Teacher  
Madie Mirabal  Decorating Coordinator 839-0229 
Luisa Gignac  Decorating   881-4847 
Kathe Mirabal  Kaffeeklatsch   836-6182 
Ellen Dowling  Irish American Society Pres. 307-1700 
Kathe Mirabal  Front Door Coordinator 836-6182 
Steve Borbas  Hungarian Club Rep  265-7088 
Bruce Green  St. Andrew Scottish Society 270-6507 
Norita Callahan  Dinner Ticket Sales-GAC 298-2708 
Casey Den Hollander Rio Grand Jazz Society 266-3148 

 



3 

 

Voice of the President 
Dear Members, 

 

They say that everyone is Irish on St. Patrick’s Day and, though the 

GAC celebrated a little early, there was a great Irish feel throughout the 

evening. Derek Swenson, former “Irish Rover” and UNM professor, 

and our own music master, Jim Brauer, provided us with some great 

Irish music while we ate the delicious corned beef shepherd's pie pre-

pared by Christine Philips. Of course an evening of dancing followed 

with dance music provided by Jim Brauer and Die Schunken Bub’n. 

Thanks so much to Derek, Jim, and Christine for providing an Irish flair 

to the evening. 

 

During our St. Patrick’s party, Rio Bravo Brewery held a beer tasting 

for our members. We are planning on bringing in a local brewery and 

wanted to get the members’ opinions. Rio Bravo Brewery is hosting a 

German Night at the brewery on April 7th, and I would like to encour-

age as many of us as possible to attend wearing German attire, if you 

have it. It’s a good chance to let people know about our club and, hope-

fully, gain some new members. Steven Quezeda of “Breaking Bad” and 

the Polka Schlingels will be there. See page 15. 

 

April 9th is our annual Vienna Ball. This is our most formal event of 

the year, and there will again be performances of the Polonaise, Die 

Fledermaus, and selected waltzes for your viewing pleasure. So dust off 

your best “duds” and join in this very special evening. 

 

For a change of pace, we take a trip back across the “pond” for our own 

Mexican Fiesta on April 23rd. Come help us celebrate as we salute our 

neighbors to the south in honor of Cinco de Mayo.  

 

Be sure and check your calendars for listings of other events throughout 

the month as I have only listed the highlights. And, as always, your bar 

is open every day, so stop by and have a quiet drink with your friends. 

Our friendly bartenders, Annie, Alicia, Randy, and Ryne are great and 

would love to see and serve you. 

 

I think that’s it for now. Enjoy the spring weather and I’ll see you at the 

club.  Miguel Mata 
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Kaffeeklatsch 

The Kaffeeklatsch will be held on April 
3rd at the club at 3pm.  For more infor-
mation call Kathe Mirabal at 836-6182. 

 

Polonaise 

 If you wish to participate in the Polonaise at the Vi-
enna Ball on April 9th, then grab a partner and join us for a 
short practice on Monday, April 4th at 7pm. This is basi-
cally a follow the leader dance, so you don’t have to memo-
rize it. However, I do like everyone to go thru it before the 
performance on the 9th. 
 If you have any questions, call me, Sheri Kraemer, 
at 271-2634. I look forward to seeing all of you on April 4th. 
 
Sheri 
 

Remember to check out pic-
tures, calendars, and newslet-
ters at our website: 
 
www.edelweissgac.org 
 
Also, check out some of the 
links to German sites listed on the home page. 
 
John Waldrop 
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Culture corner 
Vienna Ball 

During the time of Fasching (carnival) there are 

hundreds of balls staged throughout Austria  The 

crowning glory of Vienna’s ball season, for that 

matter, the European ball season, has tradition-

ally been the VIENNA OPERA BALL, held at 

Vienna’s venerable State Opera House, whose 

stage and auditorium are transformed into a giant 

dance floor.  This is an event of such magnitude 

in Austria that it is broadcast live on television – 

and everybody participates, be it in dazzling ball 

gowns at the ball itself or watching it in the com-

fortable surroundings of one’s home. 

 

Of  course, there are numerous other balls of dif-

fering degrees of elegance.  They all have some 

things in common: they are festive, they are fun 

and they offer an  occasion to dance the night 

away in three quarter time. 

 

Submitted by Britt Peters and Kathy Mueller, 

GERMAN CULTURE 
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Thank You-Thank You 

 What a wonderful Fasching season this has been!! 

I want to thank you all from the bottom of my heart. It 

was absolutely amazing! There are of course some spe-

cial thanks that need to be given. I want to thank Katie 

Begay for bringing the special lights and glow stuff for 

our modern dance piece. It was really kind of you to 

bring these things and they really made our group stand 

out. Katie I appreciate that you always have really cared 

about the Prinzengarde and that you have really worked 

hard outside of practice and performance time to make 

this a great group. As I have said before I want to thank 

Nicole Kelly, Okmi Blemel, Kathe Mirabal, Madie Mir-

abal, Millie Duerst, and especially Ellen Genne for help-

ing to make the new costumes. This was a huge task and 

I appreciate you all helping. For those of you who don’t 

know, Okmi, Nicole, and Ellen took the time to sew the 

vests together and my Oma, my aunt, Millie, and I 

sewed the trim and the buttons on. Ellen also took the 

time to order the skirts and petticoats! Okmi thank you 

for making our beautiful blue hair ribbons and thank 

you Kenny for making our new hats. I would like to 

thank our parent committee: Kathleen Begay, Christine 

Phillips, Okmi Blemel, Nicole Kelly, and Kathy Grey. 

Thank you to every member of the German club who 

has donated money or time to helping this group. I 

really appreciate it. Of course I would like to thank the 

dancers: James Grey, Alex Begay, Katie Begay, Hyunju 

Blemel, Aurora Genne, Sierra Genne, Lauren Kelly, 

Rose Kelly, Andrea Smith, Andelya Marie-Ramos. 

Thank you to our Prince and Princess for their continued 

support of the Prinzengarde and for all of their help.  I 
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would like to especially thank Andelya Ramos. 

Throughout the season she and I stayed up very late and 

got up very early several times to work on choreography 

or to send practice videos to everyone. I appreciate her 

dedication to this group and the hard work that she put 

into it. Thank you again to everyone. If I did not men-

tion you specifically, please do not take offense. I really 

do appreciate everything that everyone has done for us. I 

am writing this while sick so I may be a little fuzzy 

headed. Thank you all again!  

 It is with a heavy heart however, that I must an-

nounce that I am stepping down as the instructor for the 

Prinzengarde! It has been really wonderful being a part 

of this group! I am so honored that I was allowed to 

even start up the Prinzengarde at our club for the first 

time in many years. I wish the group all the best in the 

future and will still continue to support them as well as 

attend regular German Club functions! Thank you all 

again.—Alexandra Mirabal 

Thank you, Alex for doing such a 
great job putting together the 
prinzengarde, choreographing the 
dance numbers, having the cos-
tumes made and performing at 
GAMGA.  Through your efforts we 

were able to compete at the same level as other groups 
much larger than ours.  Again thank you for your efforts-
they are appreciated. 
 
John Waldrop  
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German American Club 

Vienna Ball 

Saturday April 9th 

Members Door Fee $10.00 

Music by Jim Brauer 
From 7:00 ‘til 11:00 

 
The Fledermaus Quadrille and  
Polanaise will be performed by 

club members 
 

MENU  

Served from 5:30PM to 6:45PM 

Shrimp Scampi 
with Linguine 

Mixed Greens Salad 

Garlic Toast with Butter 

Dessert and Coffee 

In the kitchen—The Eberhardts & Friends 

 
All for only $10.00 Children under 12,  $5.00  

Reservations not accepted after April 7th 
 

Call 888-4833 
 

Attire: Formal 
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German American Club 

Fiesta Night 

Saturday April 23rd 

Members Door Fee $10.00 

Music by:  Paul Pino 
From 7:00 ‘til 11:00 pm 

Meal served from 5:30 pm to 6:45 pm 

$10.00 

Prepared by Miguel & Sheri 

Assisted by Bruce and Cindy Miller 

Menu 

Taco and Fajita Bar 

Spanish Rice 

Refried Beans 

Chips and Salsa 

Dessert and Coffee 

Make reservations by April 21st 

888-4833 

Attire:  Casual or Mexican 
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Upcoming Activities 
Events and Dates  are Subject to change 

May 

7th Maifest-Swingshift 
14th Private Party 

15th Jazz 
21st Sock Hop-Hit Squad 

28th Private Party 

 
June 

5th Strawberry Fest-Swingshift 
11th Private Party 

18th Woodstock-Marty and the 
Triple Shots 

19th Jazz 

8th Private Party 

July 

2nd Luau-Roger Burns 
16th Private Party 

17th Jazz 
23rd Membership Appreciation- 

Hit Squad 

 
August 

6th Private Party 
20th Club Anniversary-Showcase 

21st Jazz 
27th Private Party 

 

September 
3rd Winefest-Swingshift 

17th Club Picnic 
18th Jazz 

 

Jazz Sunday 
      April 17th, 2:00 pm ‘til 5:30 pm 

 

GAC Members Welcome! 
 

Join us for some great music & dancing! 
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Cigar Evening 

Maker’s and Macanudo 

Friday April 29th 

4pm—7pm 

Bring your favorite cigar (BYOC) 
And enjoy your favorite  bourbon or  

whiskey on this relaxing evening 
 

We have Bushmills, Maker’s Mark, 
Jim Beam, Wild Turkey  and others 

            Essen und Sprechen 

This month we will gather at 6:30pm on the second Wednes-

day, April 13th for our monthly Essen und Sprechen Treffen 

(gathering) at the Kasey’s, 400 Washington SE (South of Central, one 

block north of Zuni).  Come join together at the monthly Essen und 

Sprechen to practice your German and socialize over dinner in German 

(with some English).  We decide at each month’s dinner where to go 

the following month.This month we will gather at 6:30pm on the sec-

ond Wednesday, April 13th for our monthly Essen und Sprechen Tref-

fen (gathering) at the Kasey’s, 400 Washington SE (South of Central, 

one block north of Zuni).  Come join together at the monthly Essen 

und Sprechen to practice your German and socialize over dinner in 

German (with some English).  We decide at each month’s dinner 

where to go the following month. 

 Please, PLEASE, reply by the prior Sunday, April 10th, to Jay 

by email to JayVandersloot@yahoo.com or call at 505-362-1733 to let 

us know whether you will be there, so we will know how large of a 

table to reserve.  The Essen und Sprechen dinner is getting quite popu-

lar—attendance usually ranges 12-18 people, with our all-time high 

having been 28 in attendance. 

mailto:JayVandersloot@yahoo.com
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We Send Cards! 

Please notify Rosalie Pfeiffer, at 299-3951, 

if you know of any Club Member who should receive a 

greeting card, i.e., get well, sympathy, congratulations, etc. 

Cultural Exchange Library 

The bookcases in the hallway hold the  
library contents.  
Donations of cultural books,  
videos and DVDs will gladly be accepted. 
 
Borrowing will be on an honor  
basis. If you borrow from the library please return the items 
in a timely fashion 
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Birthdays , Anniversaries, Membership 

Geburtstage - Herren 

(Men’s Birthdays) 

Geburtstage-Damen 

(Ladies’ Birthdays) 

Anniversaries 

Membership :  Updated 

as of  March 2016 

Total             307  

Males            141  

Females        166  

Couples          88 

Singles         131 

Life  Members   14 

Dennis Pfeiffer 

Randy Sisneros 

Jay Vandersloot 

John Waldrop 

Lena Stout 

Peggy Tolson 

Karin Waldrop 

Michael   & Kathleen Begay 

Thomas & Ernestine Chacon 

Daniel & Ulrike Chavez 

Adam & Angela Garcia 

John & Kim Gray 

Dennis & Rosalie Pfeiffer 

Bill Weber and Joanne Connolly 
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Our advertisers are very important to us. 

Please mention seeing their ad in the 

GAC newsletter when you patronize them. 

Current Advertising Pricing per month 

Full Page $30.00  

Half Page $20.00  

Quarter Page        $12.00    

Business Card $12.00  

Insert $30.00 each, per edition 

Call  Miguel Mata at  
620-3666 or 

Mark Meadows 
at 238-2289 

For more information 

Mon. thru Thur. Night  $400 

Friday Day      $400 

Friday Night    $450 

Saturday Day    $450 

Saturday Night.   $550 

Sunday Day Only   $450 

 Security          $135 extra per guard 

 Use of Kitchen     $100 extra 

 Use of Linen Table Cloths   $100 extra 

 Cleaning      $100 extra 

Please note that you must be a dues paying 

GAC member to rent the club. 
If you have been a member for more than 3 years, you 

may rent the club on availability for your family func-

tions at discounted price (weddings excluded). 


